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PRESS STATEMENT. 
FROM: THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION {'.jr. DUNSTAN) . 
SUBJECT: ELECTORAL REFORM. 
A crucial stage had been reached in the fight for electoral 
reform in SA, the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Dunstan) 
said today. 
He said that after the Millicent by-election, the Premier 
(Mr. Hall) was finally induced by public pressure to 
introduce a compromise measure to alter the boundaries for 
elections to the House of Assembly. 
;iThis measure favored the LCL, and was much more unfair than 
the distributions in other Australian States,'"' Mr. Dunstan 
said. 
"However, since it was an improvement on the present grossly 
unfair system, under which the Labor Party, with a higher 
proportion of votes than any other reigning Government in 
Australia has received during an election, it was accepted 
by the ALP. 
''We did this because the system was compromise step towards 
electoral justice in SA.W 
Mr. Dunstan said that now, however, the LCL Government had 
said that it would only alter the boundaries for the 
Lower House if the boundaries for the Upper House (the 
Legislative Council) were changed. 
"This change would have made it almost impossible for the 
ALP to win any Upper House seats, even though the alteration 
would have allowed for an additional increase of 20 p.c. in 
the number of Members in the House.'"' 
Mr. Dunstan said that under the Government's proposal, half 
the Members would be elected by 428,000 people, while the 
other half would be elected by only 1£2,000 people. 
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"This would mean that even if 70 p.c. of the people in SA 
voted for a policy, the minority elected Upper House 
could still reject the proposal, because in this State all 
laws must pass through both Houses.1' 
Mr. Dunstan said that the Liberal Premier knew that that 
the Labor Party could never agree to such an undemocratic 
proposal. 
"By attaching this condition to any improvement in the 
Lower House, lir. Hall is putting an end to any possibility 
of an agreement with the Labor Party to pass an electoral 
reform measure,"' he warned. 
Mr. Dunstan said that it was quite clear that the LCL was 
determined not to pass any compromise, but was far more 
concerned with maintaining the present system and making it 
appear as though the ALP was preventing any introduction of 
a new and far more effective measure. 
He predicted that the fight for a just and fair electoral 
system would be the most bitter in SA's polical history 
unless the LCL heeded the popular demand for a democratic 
and representative electoral system. 
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